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INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY INDUSTRY 
Statement by Member for Serpentine-Jarrahdale 

MR A.J. SIMPSON (Serpentine-Jarrahdale) [12.55 pm]:  I would like to talk about the information and 
communications technology industry in Western Australia.  The Labor Party has no understanding of our state’s 
ICT industry.  It also has no commitment or vision for that industry.  Part of the problem is that the responsible 
minister, the Minister for Science and Innovation, does not seem to understand this part of his portfolio.  Indeed, 
the minister is so out of his depth that when he responded to a media release of mine in September he resorted to 
comparing me with a certain cartoon character also named Simpson. 

The Carpenter government has once again confirmed its record of indifference to Western Australia’s ICT 
industry by closing down the OpenSource WA Demonstration Centre.  The Department of Industry and 
Resources has tried to claim that this centre will not be closed.  However, if that is the case, why did the Director 
General of the Department of Industry and Resources send a letter to Philip Twiss, a contractor at the centre, 
informing Mr Twiss that his contract would not be renewed due to “budgetary constraints”?  What are those 
“budgetary constraints”?  Is there not a budget surplus of $2 billion?  It is unbelievable that a government that is 
swimming in cash would cancel such a popular and successful project.  This centre is used and supported by the 
ICT industry.  The government has even made claims about how successful that centre has been.  In fact, a 
resident of Western Australia who used the centre as a student contacted my office through MSN this morning to 
tell me that he supported the centre, and to ask me to make sure it did not close.  The ICT industry is worth 
between $10 billion and $17 billion to the Western Australian economy and is responsible for the employment of 
between 130 000 and 180 000 people in our state.  The government should be ashamed.  The government has 
shown, once again, that it is not willing to invest in an industry that is vital to the future prosperity of our state. 
 


